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I ſhall tell 2 r 
them. It myſelf, * Since I have pro 


«© the 
« fo; Petr, than « Chrifian could If Jam a 


« now, I was one then; for no change has happened in + 


4 my views of the 1% Therefore I fear I am not 
«ore ot all,” goſpel, ready to be led either to 


deſpair, on the one hand, or to a confidence, founded. 


in my Chriſtian character, on the other. 


Bat this kind of reaſonin . poſite to the whole | 
nfider; as the ſum of thoſe 


texts to which refer; the epiſtle to the Hebrews; - 


tenor of the Scri 
chap. iii. and eſpecially ver. 14. For we are made pur- 


* of chi. if we hold the b: of” our Witt 


dence fledfaſt unto the end. 
What the beginning of the confidence of theſe 
be was, and which they are here exhorted to ho 


ſtedfaſt, we ſee in the ſecond chapter of the Acts. 


They had lately murdered the 8on of God. Con- 


vinced tfiey had- done fo, they were pricked in their 7 


hearts, white at the ſame time they reecived the word 
gladly. Theſe effects of the down-pouring of the Holy 


Ghoſt as a Comforter and as the Spirit of adopt ON. in 


oppoſition to the ſpirit of bondage under the law, ate 
conformable to the account which Chriſt gave of 2% ef 
fects of the Comforter or Spirit of adoption when he 
ſhould come, John xvi. 7, 8, 9. We ſee theſe Jews, in 
"A. 20 i. convinced of fin becauſe of their unde ef, and 


I have ated inconitntly with i; more. 
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2 pricked to oh 13 while at the ſame time — | 
...ced of righteouſneſs by the evidence of the reſurrection 
of Chriit) they receiyed the word gladly, and rejoiced.: 
and doubtleſs this was the firſt period of the Spirn of 
adoption. Thele perſons, looking back to their former 
lives, ſaw there the blackeit ſcene of iniquity which 

ever diſgraced the annals of mankind; the rejecting, 
betray ing, and murdering, the Everlaſting Jzuovan ma- 
nifeit in the fleſh! In 8 therefore, they were 

54 altogether 1 in deſpair z and perceived no ground of con- 
fidence in God for ef Fran of ſins, # Holy Spirit, 8 
and eternal life, but what the righteouſneſs manifeſted in 

che refaurreQtion of Chriſt, and the love diſplayed. in it, 

afforded ee On the other hand, ,notwithitandingallthe. ' 
| avationsof their fins, they ſaw nothing more to pre | 

| = than that of the appar — — 3. —4 
Aſſured that the blood, which they had ſhed, oy. 

ſed from all. fin ; certain. that Chriſt had entered into 

reſt, had qvercome every. obſtacle which could "oppoſe 
he vileſt, or prevent the weakeſt, and had promiſed ſal: 
vation to every one that believed; they could not but 
truſt in God for the remiſſion of ſins, deliverance from 
their power, and entering along with. Chriſt into his, 

. - reſt, To theſe Hebrews, then, after (in conſequence _ 
” -26f receiving the word gladly) e had, for my years & 
continued ftedfaſſly in the apoſtles doctrine, and fellow: 
ſkip, and in breaking of bread, and in Prayers, this apoſtle, . 

_ _ writes, © We are made parker of Chriſt, if we hold 

the beginning of our confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end,” 

We have ſeen what (his beginning Was : "Now this it js- | 
' | awflich they are exhorted to hold faſt. | 
And we will evidently fee how! much eee tere 8 
is for an exhortation of. this kind, if we attend a little to. 
the danger Chriſtians are in, of turning aſide from the | 
teſtimony they are commanded to hear, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed ?? 
Wer When perſous do at firſt believe the goſpel of God, 

754, HORS 3 looking back to their former lives, they ſee nothing hut. 
EP one ſcene of making God a liar, by rejecting the teſti- BB 
mony he has given of his Son, and conſequently of, lo. 
1 ving the world in preference to God. Deſp pairing 44 then. - 

in themſelves, they think not at this ſeaſon of buildin 
the 1 Pre upon g . they ever did. or < 
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do: while on the other hand (and which is inſeparably 
connected with the former) none of their fins, however 
at, can appear in the leaſt degree to affect the moſt 
rar hope of a ſalvation— which comes unaſked,— 
-which, without enquiry, they perceive, which ſuppoſes | 
fin,—and which is conferred by the love of God through 
a divine righteouſneſs, without the ſmalleſt reſpe& to 
human worth. 80 that that very thing which ſhuts them 
-up from all hope i in ſelf, occafioning the moſt thorough. 
ſelf-deſpair, (i e. all men being in one ſituation before. 
God, God not reſpecting human worth, or any thing 
whereby one man ſtands diſtinguiſhed from his fellow, - 
but according to his ſovereign grace chuſing ſome to 
eternal life in diſtinction from others); I ſay, that very | 
thing which ſhuts up from hope in ſelf, effectually % Ru 
5 away all that deſpair of ſalvation which N of in, 1 
or any other thing, could produce. 5 
14 Thus is it with Chriſtians hearing the word of God, 5 
| and free from the doctrines and commandments of men, 


when car Huy believe the goſpel : But alas! how of- 5 I 3 
ten may it be ſaĩd, How is the gold become dim, how _ 


is the moſt fine gold chan ged !” When men believe .'.” " 
the goſpel; they receive a iruth in the love of it; for 4+" 
the natural conſequence of ſeeing nothing between them | 3 
and eternal miſery, but the work of Jefus Chriſt, is above 1 
all things to love and prize Him, who, that he might be- 
come a refuge from every ſtorm, © though he was in the 
born of God, took upon him the form of a ſervant, 3 
became obedient to the death of the Erols, dM - >; 
not his face from ſhame and. ſpitting.” Again, the 
neceſſary effect of love, is the feeling x; of love; and the 
natural conſequence of both, the & the beloved ob- 
: Jett; 1 with regard to Jeſus Chrift, conſiſts in | 
. 3oeve": — — The neceſſary conſequence AT, ef 
alſo glad tidings, that Chriſt has be. 
come ſerve fr fn, and tha in this Janoran is „ 
well plea it the a participation of all things 
| which Chr: it was N he to be * The — 
* cionſequence of ſeeing God manifeſting his juſtice as well 
14 as his mercy in the remiſſion of — is ray ann in God's 


mercy, as nothing but the juſtice of. God can appear to 


oppoſe this: The 3 ROY e 
A3 


6 een HOLDING rar, | 
of the manifeſtation of the Son of God to deliver from 
_ fin, and the eternal deſign of God to fave a people from 
all ini quity, to have fellowſhip with him in the contem- + 
_ plation and poſſeſſion of his-perfeCtions, is the earneft de- 
fire of ſanctiſication and conformity 10" Chriſt : while the 
effect of knowing, that Jeſus, in overcoming every obſtacle - 
which could oppoſe his entering into reſt, overcame - 
at the ſame time every obſtacle Which could prevent the. 
chief of ſinners, is the hope of entering into the. ſame reſt... 
Further, the neceſſary conſequence.of this hope, is oy- 
and peace. And once more, the natural effect of the 
belief of his humiliation, who on account. of fins, not his 
oven but his peoples, endured at once the hiding of the 
\ Father's countenance, the torments and: temptations | 
of devils, and the, perſecutions of men, muſt be re- 
pentance and godly. ſorrow for theſe fins which, thus 
brought the Son of God to the -croſs. Thus then 
are 1 9 obedience, hope, repentance, produced by 
the faith of the goſpel; and fo. far all is well, and in. 
its proper place: But alas, how often and how ſadly is 
the whole reverſed ! It is true, that all theſe things are 
the inſeparable evidences and effects of the truth bein 
believed; but the heart of man is deſperately 3 
and deceitful above all things; ever prone to ſet the - 
truths of God at variance. Vader pretence of examin- 
ing by theſe things whether or not the truth is believed 
(which is not improper, but often enjoined in Scripture), 
theſe things are put inſtead of that truth which produ- 
ces them. The intention and nature of {elf-examination 
| ſeems to be this: When a man has firm belief in God's 
mercy, and thir{s that his hope is altogether founded 
| upon the work of Jeſus Chriſt, he 1s called to examine 
Megs whether or not it produces theſe effects which hope up- 
i on the true foundation, ever muſt produce. But it of-. 
ten happens, that men inſtead of examining themſelves, 
in conſequence of the anſwer of a good conſcience. to- 
wards God by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
while enjoying the ſenſe of the remiſſion of fins through 
his ſacrifice, examine their evidences of Chriſtianity, i. e. 
their love, obedience, hope, joy, peace, and repentance 
when their conſciences are burdened with a ſenſe of guilts 
and fo plainly put theſe evidences inſtead of the blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, JE, 1 8 
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firſt believed; when they were oppreſſed by a ſenſe of © - 


23 
ſtians ſince they believed, in a reſpect wherein te 
Seripture warrants not the ſmalleſt, i. e. in the way f 4 
relief from a ſenſe of guilt, and in the ground of their 
encouragement . in approaching God. When ſinners, 1 
they ſought no more to relieve their guilty conſciences, 3 
no more where with to approach God, than what. aſſured 4 
them that God had accepted of, and was. altogether . ©; 


it produces proper effects upon them; things, the one 
of which can only be known, and the other only produ- 


ed on the blood of Jeſus; and, by this being altogether _ _, 


they are no more helpleſs ſinners pricked in their hearts 
receiving the word gladly, and ſo approaching God; 


guiſhing them from other men, and coming to God in 

conſequence of preſenting their Chriſtian character in- 

ſtead of the ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Here then we ſee one way in which the beginning of 


difference between the beginning and the end of this con- 
fidence: a beginning and end, as different, as truſt in 
5 my My” 3 ; | 


Here let us pauſe. -s the beginning of the confi. 
dence thut kept ſtedfaſt? or rather, do not all ſuch give 
up the confidence. and rejoicing of. the hope, being moved 
away from the hope of the goſpel? When the goſpel was 
guilt, and deſtitute of every evidence of Chriſtianity, 
they had then no other reſource but the blood of Jeſus: © 
He was then as rivers of waters in a dry place, and the 
ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land. But now=——_ 
they bave other waters, and other rocks, befides him! 
now, when oppreſſed. by a ſenſe of guilt, they can fly- 
away to their evidences,. {lighting the evidence of the 
good pleaſure of God in the work of his beloved 8on 
manifeſted in his reſurrection from the dead. Thus 
there is a. diſtinction made between themſelves as ſinners 
before they believed the goſpel, and themſelves as Chri- 


well pleaſed in the work of Chriſt. Now, let this be 
as it will, they cannot be comforted, they cannot ap. 


proach, before they ſee that they believe this, and that 


oed, in the way of having their whole confidence found- 
and fully encouraged to draw near unto God. In fine, 


* 


but Chriſtians, proud of their evidences as diſtin- - ©: 6p 


the confidence is not kept ſtedfaſt to the end. For ſure- 
ly all muſt allow, that there is a material and manifeſt 


* 
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God, and truſt in ſelf; as diſſerent, as glorying in the 
= and work of Chriſt, and. gloryingin our own: * 
and our on works, | 
f Bor * is yor mocks way, t 3 
with the former, in whieh the beginning of the con- 
dence is not kept ſtedfaſt ta the end. To put love, obe- 
dience, TT: „ Peace, repetitance, in place of the 
work of is evidently to deſtroy them all. For 


_ Inſtance; when we think we ſee, or wiſh to ſee, other 
| things chan the work of Chriſt between us and miſery, _ 
- love to him as the only refuge. muſt be impaired in pro- 


portion; hope alſo muſt be loſt ; joy and peace too can- 


not be kept alive, or deceit alone preſerves them; nor 


will we mourn much on account of thoſe fins of which 
any thing elſe but the work of Chriſt gives us the con- 


x  -fidence or proſpect of forgiveneſs. Here then are the 


effects of the goſpel gone : And thus forſaking God, the 
fountain of living waters, we muſt he w out unto ourſelves, - 
broken ciſterns which can hold none. The mind of man. 


is formed for activity, and the deſire of happineſs is there 
ö a firſt and neceſfary principle; and when we do not find. 


happineſs in the. Creator, we ouſt be ſeeking it in the 
ereuture. Forſaking the love of Chriſt, we muſt be pla- 
-cing our affections on oppoſite objects, i. e. upog fome- 
-what'-in the weld, * the luſt of the fleſh, the eye, or 
the pride of life : Forſaking the hope of the goſpel, we 
-muſt be ſeeking a hope in this world, producing a cor- 


reſpondent joy and peace, and our former godly-ſorrow 


chand in hand, Wich the conſciouſneſs 
nation; . 


will give place to © the ſorrow of this world. which work- 


eth death,” Thus are-ſelf-righteouſneſs and the love 
of the world inſeparably connected. But will the con- 
ſcience of ſuch a man be eaſy? Alas, no: The remem- 
- brance of his departed hope e 

his preſent alie- 
pel, and 
 trive to 


cannot take comfort from wh 


open ſome glimpſe of hope from what 5% was. Tell 


In, * the blood of Jeſus ct cleanſes from all ſin; he will. 
grant it in words, when in fact he denies it. Granting 
-that the greateſt finner, at firſt hearing the truth, may 
and. ought to ſet his hope in God, he will doubt; 11 0. one 
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when the, truth, was firſt believed), co 


Jon ie the ſpel, and long i in works deny ing it, 
. ſame g to do ſo. Here then i is a demal that 5 


the blood of ſeſus cleanſes from all fin. H merly (4+ i. 


hops. Is 
ſprung from ae, l in the very worſt views entertain- 
ed of ſin: 
ſins inconſiſtent with Nr yy no hope can be enter- 
tained. Here then, again, the beginning of the confidence 
tr not kept 6 aft unto 3 me Formerly, whatever 
godly ſorrow might produce, no fin, however great, 
occaſioned diſtruſt ſalvation, the goſpel removin 
every ons of, itz: "Formerly, no unworthineſs could 
make us judge ourſelves unworthy of eternal life, know- 
ing that G0 viewed. us ſtill more unworthy than we 
La ſſibly view ourſelves.” Now, fin produces not 
godly ſorrow, as deſpair. 

PR is there then which can recover from ſueh a 6 
wation | ? what can. again reſtore ta hope? The Lord 
will indeed reſtore the ſouls of his ſheep: but it will not 


be by their a wg a better opinion of themſelves. nay, 


we may ſafely ſay, on the contrary, that it will be while 
they 4 a worſe. That ſamse truth (which: levels 


human pride, and abaſes human worth; while it ſets forth 


God as dur boaſt, and God as our. righteouſneſs; that 


ſame truth which firſt quickened to lively hope in God / 23 


when dead to all other, and deſtroyed every degree of 
hope in ſelf once entertained ; #bat-very truth alone) 
can now revive the ſame.” Let us then, when falling in- 

to unbehef, and .conſequently i into the love of the world, 
and ſo either hoving hope in our own righteouſneſs, or 
repining for want of it; let us, while thus aſking that 
queſtion, Wherewith ſhall 1 come before the Lord, 
and bow myſelf before the high God?“ or that in Ro- 
mans x. 5. ho ſhall aſcend into heaven, or who ſhall 


deſcend 1 inte the deep ?” let us, I ſay, remember, that 
I the word is nigh' us, even in qur mouths and in our 


hearts," i. e. which v we 2 to believe; and neither 
having, nor wiſhing to have, hope founded upon our own | 
righteouſneſs, but ö dunkel elves the chief of ſinners, 

let us take comfort from that word which to us as ſuch . 
brings ſalvation. The effect is ſure : We ſhall. again, 
through the. reſurreRipn.« of Jeſus, have lively *. z-we ' 
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2w, unleſs he be free, as he thinks, from 4 


8 | | * 70 Ki <a 
Mall again be filled with joy and peace in believing 5 we 
| Hall above all things love Him who is free from all va- 
riaoleneſs and thadow of turning, the ſame yetierday, to- 
day, and fever. This love alfo will conſtrain us power- 
fully, not to live unto. ourfelves, but unto him; pour- 
ing contempt upon all that the world holds excellent and 
worthy of love. This unchangeable love aud kindneſs, 
contraited with our own iogratitude and backſliding, ſhall 
. then too produce that godly forrow' which leads to re- 
pentance never to be repented of. Thas,then do men 
live by faith; thus do they fall by unbelief; and thus 
are they again reftored to live by faith; r. e. by that 
yery truth, by the faith of which they formerly ſtood, 


* 


and by the unbelief of which they fall. „ 
Tux whole defign of what has been ſaid, is to incul- 
| cate the great neceſſity of glorying, nrit and lafi, entirel 
and excluſively, in the croſs of the Lord Feſus Chriſt: It 
freely admitted, that it is highly proper for profeſſors of 
the faith to examine t elves by their frumns; but 
then, of what are theſe fruits the evidence? of their 
faith in Chriſt, and hope in him alone for ſalvation; 
and therefore no works can afford any evidences of thoſe 
that perform them being the people of God, unleſs they 
are conſcious that theſe works flow from the faith and 
love of the goſpel, as the ſole ground of their confidence: 
It is of the faſt importance for profeſſors of the faith to 
be fully convinced that when they backflide from God 
and his ways they can only be recovered” by that truth 
which firſt quickened them, and that the free and ſo- 
vereign grace of God can alone renew their hope and 
joy. To this purpoſe, we have many examples in the *- 
word of God; and particularly the caſe of the churches 
in Aſia is exactly in point, recorded, Rev. chap. ii. iti. 
The Epheſians having left their firſt love, are called on, 
to remember from a Foun they had fallen and to repent. © 


The church in Sardis having departed from their hveli- _ 


neſs in God's ways, is exhorted, to remember how they 
had received and heard, and to hold faft and repent. And 
the Laodiceans, having fallen into a ſelf-righteous and 

lukewarm ſtate, highly offenſive to Chriſt, are counſelled. 
by him, to buy of him gold tried in the fire, hat theymight 


— 
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be rich, and white raiment that they 1787/15 alothed, and 
that the ſhame of their natedneſi might not appear, and 
to anoint their eyes with , that they fee, * 

| It is then a comfortable and fake doQttineﬀet Chriſ. 
tians in all their defections and fins muſt have immediate 
_ to the blood of Jeſus for pardon and peace of 
conſcience. They may perhaps have at times reaſon to 
doubt if they ever knew the truth ; and this may be @ 

. ſtate of mind ſalutary to their ſouls in certain circum- 

5 ſſtaances: but they ougbt at all times to be convinced, 
that the goſpel is true, and ſvited to their caſe, although | 
they themſelves ſhould have been ſelf· deceivers, and thus 
to be encouraged while it is called to-day to draw near to | 
God, and call on his almighty name, who has aſſured us, 

| that none ſhall ever do ſo in vain, Kom. 3 
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Where ſhall the diu, who hath loſt . 
Jznovan's favour by his fin, | 

Find worth which be can fly traſt, 
A righteouſneſs to glory in?? +, 871 


Behold the croſs! the blood divine | 
Which there for ſons of wrath was ſpilt! 
Here's worth enough to glory in, 

Enough to purge the foule it guilt, 


When falſe foundations all are gone, 
Each lying refuge blown to air, 
The Croſs remains your boaſt alone; 
For all your righteouſneſs is there. 
| Is guilt your burden? from the croſs | 
a Springs glorious liberty to you: 
Or would you worldly luit oppoſe, 
The Croſs victorious ſtands to view. 


Would ye like Jeſus ſhine, when he 

In glory comes the ſecond time? 
Mark well his aſpe& on the tree; _ 
N 
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| - fubforiptivns, and by donations received, - large impreffions of © - 
8 rwenty uſeful Pamphͤlets have been printed. Hardly could any. - 3 1 
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is done by this Society. All the Members, many of whom reſide: 5: 

| at a diſtance, regularly receive their quota of copies, which they * 
give away to their friends and acquaintances.—-By this means, + 
they come into the hands of wary who otherwite woull never * ** 
have heard of them: And pleaſing accounts have been #ceived- | 2 
of eme with ee, of chen have ber g. 15 5 
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The countenance and ſupport of the e $M 
bore earneſtly re ; ; A 
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Any . poſſeſſed of Pamphlets or Manvizricns: ane! 1 
-40 the defign of this Society, are defired to lodge them with Mr 


| J Oers, Bookſeller,” Parliathent-Square, Treaſurer to the Sos 3 


5 es. or with Mr J. CAMPEELL, Merchant, Graſs-raarket ; who "= i 
axe alſo authoriſed to receive the Contribution af fach as do not _ 


duch it convenient to become Members. | ETD 2 2 
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"© outer themſeluerin furnifving the Committee with materifth, from 45 
which @ proper ſeleftion may be made; ar their operations have” - 
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